One of the main lessons of Purim is be very careful how you judge a person. We all have a tendency to judge people by external, demonstrable qualities or by surface impressions. How they dress, how ambitious they are, how good a family man they are, how loyal they are to their country, how much they are willing to sacrifice for their goal etc. The problem with this is that you can have all these qualities and be a Haman or a Hitler or a Mordechai or a Begin. It all depends whether you’re animated by hate or by love. You have to look at a person’s heart & words. The inner man is more important that the outer man. In the Torah portion Tetzaveh we learn about the High priest’s dress and we also learn about the inner incense alter which stood for the inner man. The clothes and our qualities are important but what animates the inner man is infinitely more important. Let’s look at the heart and words and discount the other things so we will be able to judge a person correctly.
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