.

The Jewish people were given two commandments before they could become free. The first was to establish a calendar with the first month being the month of Nissan. The second commandment was given to each individual family and that was to sacrifice a lamb, an Egyptian god. The Egyptians were spirit worshipers. They believed that the spirit of Aries (the sign of the Zodiac) during the month of Nissan incarnated or indwelled in the lamb. It took a lot of courage to slaughter the lamb. Normally the Egyptians would have killed anyone who would have done such a thing, especially in Nissan. Courage is a requisite for freedom. Anyone who is always afraid he will lose his job will lose his job .Freedom means that you will not do anything immoral to keep a job. You have to believe that you can get another job if need be. You’re not a slave who has to do immoral things. The first commandment teaches us the limits of freedom. The Jewish people were given the right to manipulate the calendar but Pesach still had to come out in the spring. And the holiday of Succos has to come out in the fall. Seven out of every 19 years we can declare a leap year because of different circumstances, the main one being we have to reconcile the Lunar& Solar calendars. But we can only do this 7 out of every 19 years. We canalso manipulate the months making them either 29 or 30 days. We believe in freedom within order. We were commanded to have our first Seder with our family in Egypt. Our family helps us maintain our freedom, that’s why in the Haggadah we say that three worst things that the Egyptians did to us were to forcibly separate husband & wife, to drown the first-born males and to work us so hard that we could not establish any relationships. Families are the basic unit of Judaism. They cannot tell you who to marry or what occupation you to have to enter but they give the individual so much moral & other support. They’re essential to living amoral & decent life. Again the family teaches us freedom within order.  I wish you all a happy Pesach filled with courage and wonderful relationships.
